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A Critical Study of Liu Ke-chuang's Dectrines of Poetry

Sun Ke-kuan

Liu Ke-chuang, also known as Hou Ts'un Chu Shih (Back Village Scholar), was
an important figure among the Lake Poets in the time of the Southern Sung Dynasty.
I have made a biographical study of Liu in my article, "A Biography of Pcel Lin Ke-
huang of the Southern Sung Dynasty,” published fn Vol. III, No. 1, of the Tunghai
Journal (1961). The present article deals only with Liu’s doctrines in regard to the
writing of poems.

Both the Lake Poets and the Four Lin’s, the two dominating schools of poetry in
late Southern Sung, aimed at the revival of the poetical style of the Tang Dynasty and
were thus regarded as a reactionary movement against the so-called Kiang-si School
led by Huang Ting-chien and Chen Shih-tao of the Northern Sung.

As a Lake Poet, and on friendly terms with those poets of the Four Lin’s, Liu Ke-
chuang certainly advocated a lucid style, with emphasis upon emoticn and pleasure
rather than on political sentiment which characterized the .Sung-styled pcems. Liu
wrote a greal number of stanzas cf eight lines, which are his principal style. His
publications include How T's'un on Poetry in four volumes, and How Ts'un Complete
which contains many of his critical reviews on poetry. In view of these writings, we
may well call Liu a literary critic.

The present article is an attempt to explore the origins of the school known as the
Lake Poets, to weigh the merits and the defects of Liu’s doctrines on the writing of
poems, and to analyze and appreciale some of Liw's best poems in order to contribute

something to the study of the pcetry of the Sung Dynasty.



